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7 free summer fun ideas
Kick off your summer fun by trying some of these free ideas out with 
friends. While you’re planning for your summer fun, challenge your 
friends to come up with some more ideas for the list.

1. Plan a game day with friends and do a tournament of board games or 
yard games. 

2. Volunteer to help at a local event like a concert or fair. Oftentimes 
volunteering at a local event can mean free admission. 

3. Plan a backyard camping night with friends. 

4. Check the community calendar for movies in the park and other events 
you and your friends can enjoy. 

5. Head to your library. Not only can you check out books to enjoy this 
summer, but you can also check out movies, audiobooks and magazines. 

6. Find a free public beach to go swimming instead of a city pool that has 
an entrance fee. 

7. Find odd jobs that you can do with a friend. Walking dogs, planting 
flowers and lawn work can be fun, especially if you have a friend with 
you. Plus you can earn some extra cash to put away in your savings.

Once you’ve had some free summer fun, don’t forget to save money in 
your savings account. 

Building credit ... What does that mean exactly? As you 
become an adult and gain more independence, you’ll need 
to learn about managing money. 

Having good credit can help you in many ways. It can 
help you:

• Rent an apartment.

• Qualify for a loan to buy a car (or a house some day).

• Get a credit card. 

• Apply for your dream job.

As you can see, knowing how to build good credit 
is important for your future. Here are some ways to            
get started.

1. Work part time. If you’re still in high school, earning 
income from a part-time job is a great first step.       
Your job history, just like your credit history gets better 
over time. Open a savings account and set up automatic 
savings. Save at least 10 percent of what you earn from 
every paycheck.

2. Ask for your credit reports. Ask a parent to request 
credit reports in your name from the three biggest 
credit reporting agencies: Equifax, Experian and 
TransUnion. Check your name, address and Social 
Security number. Look for signs of identity theft like 
someone opening an account in your name that’s not 
yours. Make corrections if you find any mistakes.

How to build credit                
as a teen

3. Be an authorized user. Ask your parents to add you as an 
authorized user on one of their credit cards. Pay the entire 
amount you owe when the bill is due each month. 

4. Get a secured credit card. When you turn 18, you can 
apply for a secured credit card. You’ll make a cash security 
deposit into a special account that’s equal to your line of 
credit. Keeping your charge balance low and paying your 
account in full every month will help your credit grow.
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Wondering how far to take your education? 
If you hope to earn a lot and have more 
stable employment, then you’ll need to 
go to school for longer. Let’s break things 
down by education and average income.*

Less than high school
Full-time workers who are 25 years old 
and older and didn’t finish high school 
earn a median weekly amount of $531. 
That’s about $27,612 per year. Their current 
unemployment rate is 6.5 percent.

High school diploma
Full-time workers who graduated high 
school earn an average of $714 per week. 
That’s $37,128 annually. Their current 
unemployment rate is 4.6 percent.

Some college or associate degree
Full-time workers who have an associate 
degree or attended some college earn a 
median amount of $800 per week. Per year, 
that’s $41,600. Their current unemployment 
rate is 3.8 percent.

Bachelor’s degree
Full-time workers who graduated college 
with exclusively a bachelor’s degree 
earn a median weekly salary of $1,170 or 
about $60,840 annually. Their current 
unemployment rate is 2.5 percent.

Advanced degree
Full-time workers who graduated with 
a higher level of education, such as a 
professional, or master’s degree, earn 
an average weekly amount of $1,487.    

Annually, that’s $77,324. Their current 
unemployment rate is 2.0 percent.

Afford the education you want
We can help you afford whatever 
educational path you choose. Make regular 
deposits to your savings account today and 
start earning interest. Once you’re ready 
to head off to school, you can apply for 
scholarships and financial aid and make up 
the difference with a low-interest private 
student loan.

* All statistics based on 2017 data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Say what? FINANCIAL  
TERMS TO LEARN

A mortgage is a legal agreement you    
make when you take out a loan to purchase 
property. Most people don’t have enough 
cash to buy a house, so they borrow some 
of what they need from a bank, credit 
union or other creditor. The creditor 
charges interest on the amount borrowed 
in exchange for loaning the money.           
Until the mortgage is fully paid off, the 
property is partially owned by the creditor. 
Once it’s paid off, ownership transfers to 
the borrower. 

Home equity is the part of the home you 
really own. It’s calculated by subtracting 
the balance, or remaining amount, of a 
mortgage from the market value of the 
home. The market value is how much you 
could sell your home for in the current 
housing market. 

A fixed rate is an interest rate that is set 
at the beginning of a loan and does not 
change. It stays the same during a fixed-
rate period (for a certain number of months 
or years) or for the entire length of the loan.

How does education level 
affect income?

Tips for splitting        
the bill
Here are a few tips to make sure 
everyone pays their fair share when 
you go out to eat with friends.

1. Request separate checks. Ask the 
server if you can receive separate 
checks. This is great when each         
person’s meal varies significantly         
in price.

2. Pay for what you ordered. If you all 
have enough cash on hand, you can 
simply place what you owe in a stack 
on the table. If you shared anything, 
split the cost.

3. Split the bill evenly. If you don’t 
want to do math and everyone’s meals 
cost about the same, then you can            
contribute even amounts of cash to   
pay for the meal.

4. Take turns paying. If you go out       
frequently with the same group of 
friends, you can simplify the payment 
process by having a different person 
pay for the entire meal each time.

5. One person pays and gets repaid. 
Make payments simple while making 
sure everyone pays only for what they 
ate. You can use any number of web-
sites or apps to transfer money or pay 
back your friend in cash.
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